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BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
WASHOE COUNTY, NEVADA 

 
TUESDAY 10:00 A.M. FEBRUARY 14, 2017 
 
PRESENT: 

Bob Lucey, Chair 
Marsha Berkbigler, Vice Chair 

Vaughn Hartung, Commissioner 
Jeanne Herman, Commissioner 

 
Nancy Parent, County Clerk 

John Slaughter, County Manager 
Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel 

 
ABSENT:     Kitty Jung, Commissioner 
 
 The Washoe County Board of Commissioners convened at 10:00 a.m. in 
regular session in the Commission Chambers of the Washoe County Administration 
Complex, 1001 East Ninth Street, Reno, Nevada. Following the Pledge of Allegiance to 
the flag of our Country, the Clerk called the roll and the Board conducted the following 
business: 
 
17-0095 AGENDA ITEM 3  Public Comment.  
 
 Tammy Still provided a handout which was placed on file with the Clerk. 
She brought up the flooding in Lemmon Valley and noted it was her third appearance 
before the Board with no evidence of action being taken. She alleged the County and the 
City of Reno violated Washoe County Code 110.416.57 and suggested all new growth 
should halt until all flooding issues had been addressed. She noted a resident had offered 
a proposal to relieve flooding but nothing was being done about it. 
 
 Colonel John Reed, Retired from the United States Air Force, spoke about 
the Waste Management (WM) contract, noting he and his wife were out of state when it 
was put into effect. He mentioned the effort to place their trash for pickup had increased. 
He stated he had to walk 250 yards down a steep driveway to place his garbage bins; it 
took him 14 minutes to do so on normal trash days and 28 minutes on recycling days. He 
asked the Board consider Commissioner Herman’s concerns regarding WM’s plan for 
rural residences. He submitted a letter and photographs, which were placed on file with 
the Clerk. 
 
 Mike Thornton, Executive Director of Acting in Community Together in 
Organizing Northern Nevada (ACTIONN), stated several organizations had attempted to 
obtain accurate numbers of homeless people who died in 2016. This is Reno reported 
Washoe County confirmed 22 “individuals without fixed addresses” passed away in 
2016. According to the Medical Examiner’s office, 11 died from accidents, 7 from 
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natural causes, one from suicide, and three were either pending analysis or undetermined. 
Mr. Thornton said since housing status was difficult to assess, the number of homeless 
fatalities could be higher. He blamed the rapid area expansion and lack of corresponding 
infrastructure for pricing people out of housing. He requested investigations of the 22 
deaths and advocated for a Safe Ground where homeless individuals could live and 
access sanitation, WM services, and police protection.  
 
 Vicky Maltman, Sun Valley resident, spoke about several topics. She 
expressed concern about four-wheeled vehicles going through County ditches near Lupin 
Drive in Sparks and mentioned the noise and exacerbation of flooding issues these 
drivers caused. She stated WM had not picked up the single-stream container even after 
they admitted she should not have received one. She talked about properties in Sun 
Valley with debris in their yards and requested a remedy for that issue. 
  
 Elise Weatherly alleged the decision to terminate Marvin Neal as the 
Chaplain of the Jan Evans Juvenile Justice Center was made based on emotions and not 
facts. She shared she had been demeaned while researching Mr. Neal’s dismissal and 
supposed that entitled her to take legal action against the Board. She added Mr. Neal 
suggested she let it go. 
 
 Tim Stoffel spoke about upcoming legislation concerning animal services. 
The bill included provisions to remove the total ban on owning certain animals but he 
said the list of heavily-regulated animals was growing. Under the new rules, the Animal 
Control Officer would have the authority to make the same determinations the Board had 
previously made and would be given total discretion about all animals. Mr. Stoffel 
expressed concern that citizens would have to go to court if they wanted an exotic animal. 
He felt the changes in animal services since the 1970s were promoted by people who 
wanted animal rights taken away.  
 
 Donna Clontz, Chair of the Reno Senior Citizen Advisory Committee, 
reviewed a copy of the Senior Spectrum magazine and its bookmark, which were placed 
on file with the Clerk. She explained the bookmark was one of 3,000 resource guides that 
Commissioner Jung helped get printed for seniors in the community and announced they 
received a grant from the Builders and Construction Trades Council to reproduce an 
additional 50,000 brochures. She talked about her participation in the Senior Games and 
how the Healthy Walking program was providing benefits to the seniors in the 
community. She sought suggestions of locations where the brochures could be placed. 
 
 The Silver Dollar Chorus & Barbershop Express, comprised of Norm 
Howard, Jay Ciccotti, Donnie Miller, and Chris Scirrota, performed a Valentine’s Day 
song.  
 
 Lindsay Anderson spoke on behalf of the Washoe County School District 
(WCSD) in support of Agenda Item 5C which was last official action needed to 
implement Washoe County Question 1 (WC-1). She thanked the Board for their critical 
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role in its implementation and stated their work together would result in the building of 
schools. 
 
 Katherine Snedigar alleged the Board did not have statutory authority to 
give misdemeanor citations to people who violated the Development Code. She claimed 
she was improperly given a citation, wrongfully taken to court, and false evidence was 
submitted. She asked that the County Code be changed to remedy her grievances.  
 
17-0096 AGENDA ITEM 4  Announcements/Reports.  
 
 Commissioner Herman talked about an ice-cream vendor who came into 
her office to express concern over the fees he had to pay. She asked the Board to reduce 
the size of the additional $165 fee and, if not, she stated she would be willing to pay for it 
from her discretionary funds. She addressed complaints of the County’s communication 
with the public and suggested the President of the Nevada Broadcasters Association Mary 
Beth Sewald could broadcast County announcements at little or no cost. She requested a 
doctor who had previously prepared a report for the Board to present his report again, and 
also requested a representative from the Attorney General’s office to make a presentation 
for the Board about the Revised Statute 2477 (RS2477). She mentioned a letter from 
Lawrence Calkins which was placed on filed with the Clerk. She added the Monte Cristo 
property owners were still waiting to hear whether they had the ability to build on their 
properties. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung thanked County staff for their hard work and 
attempts to restore normalcy after the flooding. He brought up discussions of a regional 
stormwater utility program in conjunction with Truckee River Flood Control Project and 
urged Dwayne Smith, Division Director of the Community Services Department, to 
address Ms. Maltman’s concerns in Sun Valley. He asked the public for patience while 
the County worked on the flooding issues. 
 
 Chair Lucey requested an update on Waste Management (WM) and the 
mitigation of issues throughout the whole County. He referenced discussions he had with 
other companies from outside the area about bringing competition into the region and 
requested staff to present the options for bringing in competition. He mentioned Olcese 
Waste Services expressed interest in helping with the County’s manure issues and he 
directed staff to discuss options with them. He stated his desire to rework the Washoe 
County Economic Development and Conservation Lands Bill that had stalled the 
previous year, this time taking into account the concerns of the constituents. The federal 
delegation was on board provided they had 100 percent agreement from all the different 
stakeholder groups, so he directed staff to help him with the new bill. He noted he and 
Sparks Councilman Ron Smith went to Washington DC to discuss regional transportation 
and flood management. He indicated he would see how much of President Trump’s 
announced $1.1 trillion infrastructure bill the County could get and added many delegates 
at the meeting were interested in the idea of a regional Washoe County flood program. 
 
10:43 a.m.  Commission Berkbigler arrived. 
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 Commissioner Berkbigler expressed concern about Commissioners taking 
positions in opposition to those of the Commission. She invited discussion, either in 
public or one-on-one with the involvement of the County Manager.  
 
 CONSENT AGENDA ITEMS – 5A THROUGH 5J2 
 
17-0097 5A Approval of minutes for the Board of County Commissioner’s 

emergency meeting of January 6, 2017 and regular meetings of January 
10, 2017 and January 17, 2017. 

 
17-0098 5B  Recommendation to:1) approve a resolution authorizing Washoe 

County staff to submit a grant application to the Bureau of Reclamation in 
response to Federal Funding Opportunity BOR-DO-17-F003 WaterSmart: 
Development of Feasibility Studies under the Title XVI Water 
Reclamation and Reuse Program for Fiscal Year 2017, beginning 
approximately April 2017 through October 2018; 2) commit $150,000 
match funding for a possible federal award amount of $150,000; 3 
recognize the grant supports a reclaimed water feasibility study potentially 
benefiting the entire county; and, if the grant is awarded, 4) direct the 
Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget adjustments. 
Community Services. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0099 5C Recommendation to approve the Amended Cooperative Agreement 

between the County and the State Department of Taxation for collection of 
the 0.54 % sales and use taxes approved by voters on November 8, 2016 
and imposed pursuant to S.B. 411. Manager. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0100 5D Award Invitation to Bid # 3003-17 for New Factory Law Enforcement 

Ammunition on a multiple award basis to the lowest responsive, 
responsible bidders who represent various manufacturers of ammunitions 
for use by Washoe County Sheriff’s Office, Washoe County Courts, 
Constables, Animal Services, and participating joinder agencies including 
the City of Reno. This award shall run from the date of bid award and be 
in effect until February 14th, 2018, with the County retaining the option 
for two (2), one (1) year extensions.  It is estimated that the County will 
spend [in excess of $100,000.00] in Fiscal year 16/17 for ammunition 
requirements.  Purchasing.  (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0101 5E Acknowledge a Trial Court Improvement (TCI) grant award from the 

Administrative Office of the Courts, to improve access and security, 
[$3,700.00/ no match required], retroactive from January 24, 2017 through 
June 30, 2017; and direct the Comptroller to make the appropriate budget 
adjustments. Reno Justice Court. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0102 5F Accept a grant award from the Nevada Aging and Disability 

Services Division for the Older Americans Act Title III Programs: 
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Nutrition Services Incentive Program [$41,852; no match required] 
retroactive from October 1, 2016 through September 30, 2017; 
authorize the Department to execute the grant award and direct 
Comptroller to make the appropriate budget amendments. Senior 
Services. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0103 5G Approve and sign the interlocal agreement between the City of Reno, 

the City of Sparks, and Washoe County that authorizes Washoe County to 
perform E911 addressing work and update the Washoe County Master 
Address Database for Sparks and Reno and authorizes Washoe County to 
recover costs from the cities for the work performed. Technology 
Services. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0104 5H1 Acknowledge Receipt of the Interim Financial Report for Washoe 

County Governmental Funds for the Six Months Ended December 31, 
2016 – Unaudited. Comptroller. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0105 5H2 Approve the settlement of the claim Bobby D. Sanchez, Vinton 

Hawley, Johnny Williams, Jr., Robert James and Ralph Burns against 
Washoe County et al, for a total sum of $25,000 for all claims against all 
defendants. Comptroller. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0106 5I1 Approve amendments totaling an increase of [$18,000.00] in both 

revenue and expense to the FY17 Environmental Health Services Food 
Retail Program Standards – Electronic Food Inspection Form – Reports 
and Training Grant Program, IO 11364; and if approved direct the 
Comptroller’s office to make the appropriate budget amendments. (All 
Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0107 5I2 Approve amendments totaling an increase of [$6,905.25] in both 

revenue and expense to the FY17 Environmental Health Services Food 
Retail Program Standards Mentorship Grant Program, IO 11363; and if 
approved direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the appropriate budget 
amendments. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0108 5I3 Approve amendments totaling an increase of [$2,970.00] in both 

revenue and expense to the FY17 Environmental Health Services Food 
Retail Program Standards – Food Establishment Inspection Placard Grant 
Program, IO 11365; and if approved direct the Comptroller’s Office to 
make the appropriate budget amendments. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0109 5I4 Recommendation to approve amendments totaling an increase of 

[$2,818.00] in both revenue and expense to the FY17 Environmental 
Health Services Food Retail Program Standards –United States Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) Pacific Region Retail Food Seminar and 
Western Association of Food and Drug Officials (WAFDO) Conference 
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Grant Program, IO 11366; and if approved direct the Comptroller’s Office 
to make the appropriate budget amendments. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0110 5J1 Accept a supplemental grant from Behavioral Health, Prevention and 

Treatment (BHPT) program funds from the State of Nevada Division of 
Public and Behavioral Health (DPBH) in the amount of [$32,606.47; no 
County match required] retroactive to February 11, 2016 through June 30, 
2017 to assist clients moving from transitional housing into more 
permanent housing; authorize the Department to execute the award; and, 
direct the Comptroller’s Office to make the necessary budget amendments. 
(All Commission Districts.) 

 
17-0111 5J2 Approve the 2017 Interlocal Cooperative Agreement for Services 

Between the Housing Authority of the City of Reno and Washoe County 
through its Department of Social Services for the purpose of establishing 
and implementing an agreement to provide up to 25 Project Based 
Voucher (PBV) to qualifying Washoe County Department of Social 
Services (WCDSS) recipients to be used at designated Reno Housing 
Authority (RHA) owned properties, effective February 1, 2017 through 
June 30, 2017. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
 On the call for public comment, Elise Weatherly spoke about Agenda Item 
5H2. She presented an overhead image which was placed on file with the Clerk. She felt 
it was unfair that four people received a settlement while Pastor Neal was dismissed.  
 
 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner 
Berkbigler, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Jung absent, it was ordered 
that Consent Agenda Items 5A through 5J2 be approved. Any and all Resolutions or 
Interlocal Agreements pertinent to Consent Agenda Items 5A through 5J2 are attached 
hereto and made a part of the minutes thereof. 
 
17-0112 AGENDA ITEM 9 Possible action to introduce and conduct a first 
reading of an ordinance approving an “Amended and Restated Development Agreement 
(Silver Hills)” amending and restating a Development Agreement originally approved in 
2012 (DA09-001) regarding Silver Hills Subdivision (approved in 2011 as Tentative Map 
TM09-001). This agreement (Case Number AC16-005) extends the deadline for filing the 
next in a series of final maps to February 28, 2022. And if approved, schedule a public 
hearing date and second reading for February 28, 2017 adopting the Amendment of 
Conditions Case Number AC16-005 for Development Agreement Case No. DA09-001 
for Silver Hills Tentative Subdivision Map Case Number TM09-001. Lifestyle Homes 
TND, LLC, Location: East and west of Red Rock Road, north of Longhorn Road, 
Assessor’s Parcel No: 086-203-05, 086-232-31, 087-390-10, 087-390-13, Parcel Size: 
±36.67, ±192.39, ±307.84, ±243.02 & (±779.92 acres total), Regulatory Zone: Low 
Density Suburban (LDS), Master Plan: Suburban Residential, Area Plan: North Valleys, 
Citizen Advisory Board: North Valleys, Development Code: Article 814, Development 
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Agreements, Section/Township/Range: Sec 23 & 24, T21N, R18E, MDM. Community 
Services. (Commission District 5.) 
 
 The Chair opened the public hearing by calling on anyone wishing to 
speak for or against adoption of said Ordinance.  
 
 Nancy Parent, County Clerk, read the title for Bill No. 1775. 
 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 Bill No. 1775 was introduced by Commissioner Hartung, and legal notice 
for final action of adoption was directed. 
 
17-0113 AGENDA ITEM 6 Recommendation to approve an Intrastate Interlocal 

Contract Between the State of Nevada Department of Health and Human 
Services Aging and Disability Services Division and Washoe County for 
payment, [approximately $1,000,000 annually,] pursuant to NRS 435.010 
requiring County Commissioners to make provisions for support, 
education, and care for children with developmental disabilities retroactive 
from July 1, 2016 and to continue year to year with an automatic renewal 
unless sooner terminated by either party. Social Services. (All 
Commission Districts.) 

 
 There was no public comment on this item. 
 
 On motion by Commissioner Hartung, seconded by Commissioner 
Herman, which motion duly carried with Commissioner Jung absent, it was ordered that 
Agenda Item 6 be approved. The Intrastate Interlocal Contract for same is attached hereto 
and made a part of the minutes thereof. 
 
17-0114 AGENDA ITEM 7 Receive presentation on fees charged by county 

departments to public and other governments for services, including but 
not limited to discretionary statutory fees, autopsy fees, incarceration fees, 
dispatch fees, forensic services, franchise fees, and surcharge fees; and 
provide direction to staff. [No impact]. Manager. (All Commission 
Districts) 

 
 Mark Mathers, Budget Manager, noted it had been a long time since the 
County had a fee review discussion. He conducted a PowerPoint presentation, which was 
placed on file with the Clerk, and reviewed slides entitled: Why do a Fee Review, Initial 
Fee Review, Types of Fees, Types of Fees (Cont’d), FY 2016 County Fee Revenue, 
When were Fees set?, Tentative Conclusions of Budget’s Review, Possible Next Steps (3 
slides), and Questions?. He asked for the Board’s direction. 
 
 When asked by Commissioner Berkbigler what overhead fees included, 
Mr. Mathers answered they were fees for central services. He provided the example of 
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the sewer utility which did not have its own Human Resources or Accounting 
departments, so the County performed these tasks and received fees for doing so. Ms. 
Berkbigler expressed concern that the County was not collecting forensics fees from the 
City of Reno, saying she felt it was inappropriate to seek fees from one government 
agency but not another. She agreed with Mr. Mathers’ assertion that the County should 
not retroactively attempt to collect fees. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung noted there would always be groups that would 
have to be subsidized but were beneficial to the County. He expressed concern about the 
fees the Sheriff’s Office charged for booking fees and incarceration, and he suggested the 
Commission take charge on examining those fees. He reported some agencies collected 
fees that went into an enterprise fund and stated one agency’s surplus fund should not be 
used elsewhere. If there was a surplus in the building fund, for example, either the fees 
were too great or more planners could be hired. He suggested reviewing the fees under 
the County-wide Cost Allocation Plan (COWCAP) and intimated there were services the 
County was providing, such as Information Technology (IT) to the Fire District, which 
could be left to the specific departments. Commissioner Herman felt some of the fees 
could be lowered.  
 
 Chair Lucey sought to see some changes with fees that were not collected, 
such as forensic fees, and also wanted to find a balance with subsidizing parks and 
collecting park fees. He suggested having different equations to calculate fees from 
services the County subsidized versus services they did not subsidize. He brought up the 
$25 fee the County charged residents to have a home alarm system which were collected 
in Colorado. He felt those fees should be collected in Washoe County.  
 
 Chair Lucey asked if the County was collecting as much in E911 fees as it 
could and Mr. Mathers replied state law capped the fee at $.25 per line per month. Those 
fees were collected by private telephone companies who remitted the fees to the County 
and this paid for operations, maintenance and equipment related to E911 services. Mr. 
Mathers indicated the fees were not sufficient to cover the cost of the E911 system but to 
raise the fee would require a statutory change. Chair Lucey pointed out there was a 
feeling the $.25 fees should be used elsewhere which he discouraged as he felt the E911 
service was underfunded as it was. He stated his concerns were how the County set fees, 
how they collected fees, and what the procedure was for collecting past due fees. 
 
 Commissioner Berkbigler said it was important to note certain fees were 
collected for certain purposes and nobody should redirect where those funds went. She 
mentioned the fees could be lowered if the County continued having a surplus in certain 
areas as long as the revenue was not moved to other areas. Commissioner Hartung agreed 
that funds should not go elsewhere unless the departments were related and suggested the 
surplus could go to hiring someone who could better streamline the process. 
 
 When asked by Commissioner Hartung about the deficit in E911 costs the 
County faced, Mr. Mathers stated E911 revenue had remained flat for about five years; 
the County fund received $1.6 million annually. He spoke of the value of hiring an 
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outside firm to validate the telephone companies were really remitting the full E911 fee 
to the County. While revenue remained flat, costs continued to rise. Chair Lucey asked 
how much of the County’s total budget was comprised of the $1.6 million in fees, to 
which Mr. Mathers replied roughly 10 percent. Commissioner Berkbigler asked if the 
only auditing proposal to be handled by an outside firm would be the E911 fee audit. Mr. 
Mathers repeated the suggestion for County staff to develop a master fee schedule but 
said the fee study for development services would be done by an outside consulting firm. 
 
 Paul Lipparelli, Legal Counsel, noted some fees local governments had the 
power to impose or adjust required a business impact statement. In discussions about 
changing fees, he advised adding the business impact statement into the process, which 
would include obtaining the input of industries and businesses that could be affected by 
those fees. He cautioned failure to do so could result in a court challenge. He revealed 
was on the E911 board and the law required a master plan for the expenditure of the 
money. Further, the revenue could only be spent on items in the master plan and if 
enough money wasn’t spent each year on completing the master plan, it would be 
mandated to reduce the E911 surcharge so as not to build up a surplus of funds. He noted 
the difficulty in planning out those expenditures since costs were not consistent and could 
be high one month but low another. He advised a conversation about the legislative 
wisdom of E911 call fees could also entail a conversation about the spending of revenues.  
 
 On the call for public comment, Katy Simon Holland distributed a handout 
which was placed on file with the Clerk. She thanked the Board for supporting Washoe 
County Question (WC-1) on behalf of the School District. She encouraged the Board to 
direct staff to initiate a Request for Proposal (RFP) for an audit of the E911 surcharge 
billings and collection. She cited one outside auditing firm’s data that showed E911 
surcharge billings were often shortchanged by as much as 50 percent due mainly to the 
use of Voice over Internet Protocol (VOIP) phones. The number reached by the firm 
suggested Washoe County’s E911 fund could be shortchanged by $1.8 million per year. 
She stated though there was support to proceed with the audit, it would be a lengthy 
process because of technical issues with VOIP.  
 
 Cathy Brandhorst spoke about matters of concern to herself.  
 
 When questioned by Commissioner Hartung how to deal with the VOIP 
issue, Mr. Lipparelli suggested it was unclear if the County had authority to make 
changes to the surcharge. The original E911 surcharge was placed into law with the 
cooperation of the telephone industry at the time who saw the benefit of selling 
equipment back to local governments in the E911 business. He added he did not have a 
deep understanding of the technology or how VOIP was being handled in other regions. 
 
 Commissioner Hartung moved to accept the report, which was seconded 
by Commissioner Berkbigler. 
 
 Commissioner Berkbigler inquired whether they should include an RFP 
for an E911 study.  
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 As directed by Mr. Lipparelli, Commissioner Hartung amended his motion 
to have staff bring back the process by which the Board could look at an RFP for an E911 
study, seconded by Commissioner Berkbigler, which motion duly carried with 
Commissioner Jung absent, it was ordered that Agenda Item 7 be accepted and directed.  
 
17-0115 AGENDA ITEM 8 Possible action to introduce and conduct the first 

reading of an ordinance amending the Washoe County Code at Chapter 
110 (Development Code), Article 324 Communication Facilities at 
Section 110.324.50(e), to include the General Rural Agricultural 
regulatory zone among the regulatory zones where wireless 
communication facility monopole antennas are allowed with a special use 
permit; to clarify that all new monopole antennas require the approval of a 
Special Use Permit; and to replace the master plan designations of Rural 
Residential, Suburban Residential, and Urban Residential with the 
corresponding regulatory zones of High Density Rural (HDR), Medium 
Density Rural (MDR), Low Density Rural (LDR), Low Density Suburban 
(LDS), Medium Density Suburban (MDS), High Density Suburban 
(HDS), Low Density Urban (LDU), Medium Density Urban (MDU), and 
High Density Urban (HDU), and to make other changes necessarily 
connected therewith and pertaining thereto.  And, if supported, set the 
public hearing for second reading and possible adoption of the Ordinance 
for February 28, 2017.  Community Services. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
 The Chair opened the public hearing by calling on anyone wishing to 
speak for or against adoption of said Ordinance.  
 
 Nancy Parent, County Clerk, read the title for Bill No. 1776. 
 
 Commissioner Herman expressed disappointment that the Warm Springs 
Citizen’s Advisory Board (CAB) did not have a chance to review the bill before it was 
read. She mentioned local CABs needed to be included. She noted Clark County had 
experienced some issues because they had no surety bonds in the event the monopoles 
ever needed to be torn down. She suggested the issue should be reviewed. Paul 
Lipparelli, Legal Counsel, opined adding a new requirement to the draft would 
significantly change the Ordinance to the point there would need to be a new first 
reading. He proposed bringing forward the surety bond requirement and the possibility of 
amending certain relevant chapters as a standalone issue, particularly if there were other 
reasons to discuss surety bonds. Chair Lucey suggested bringing the surety bond issue 
back at the end of the meeting with a request to bring it back on a future agenda. 
 
 On the call for public comment, Katherine Snedigar alleged she was 
refused the ability to hold a CAB meeting on this topic. She expressed frustration that a 
cell phone tower would be placed on agriculture land without holding a CAB meeting 
first to inform the potentially affected residents.  
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 Cathy Brandhorst spoke about matters of concern to herself. 
 
 Bill No. 1776 was introduced by Commissioner Berkbigler, and legal 
notice for final action of adoption was directed. 
 
17-0116 AGENDA ITEM 10 Possible action to introduce and conduct a first 

reading of an Ordinance amending Washoe County Code Chapter 5 
(Administration and Personnel) at Section 5.268 by amending certain 
provisions relating to semi-annual accrual of Personal Leave and 
exclusion of sick leave due to bereavement from the calculation of 
Personal Leave accrual, and if introduced, set a public hearing for the 
second reading and possible adoption of the Ordinance for February 28, 
2017. Human Resources. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
 The Chair opened the public hearing by calling on anyone wishing to 
speak for or against adoption of said Ordinance.  
 
 Nancy Parent, County Clerk, read the title for Bill No. 1777. 
 
 On the call for public comment, Elise Weatherly asked if the details of the 
ordinance’s provisions would be made available to the public for review. She compared 
government benefits to private sector benefits.  
 
 Bill No. 1777 was introduced by Commissioner Hartung, and legal notice 
for final action of adoption was directed. 
 
17-0117 AGENDA ITEM 11 Discussion and direction to staff regarding 

legislation or legislative issues proposed by legislators, by Washoe County 
or by other entities permitted by the Nevada State Legislature to submit 
bill draft requests, or such legislative issues as may be deemed by the 
Chair or the Board to be of critical significance to Washoe County. 
Manager. (All Commission Districts.) 

 
 Al Rogers, Management Services Director, provided a verbal review of 
the first week of the legislative session. He indicated the Commissioners could expect sit-
down meetings with the legislative liaison Jaime Rodriguez to discuss potential bills of 
interest. Much of the first week of the legislative session was dedicated to committee 
education without many bills being introduced. He sought feedback from the 
Commissioners about bills of interest for staff to monitor. 
 
 Chair Lucey requested staff get an update on Assembly Bill 153 (AB153) 
which concerned impact fees from one entity to another. He also requested an update on 
AB121 regarding Labor and its potential impact to Washoe County, as well as an update 
on Nevada Association of Counties (NACO) bills regarding the property tax and 
Personnel Security Investigations (PSI) issues. Commissioner Hartung wanted staff to 
track AB32 regarding pest control for government agencies and expressed concern that 
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the bill would disallow certain agencies from spraying substances without a pest 
controller’s license. Commissioner Berkbigler mentioned she would be filming a Charter 
cable show addressing legislative issues that would play on CNN at the top of each hour. 
She announced the Legislature had waived several of the rules and removed the language 
allowing the Lieutenant Governor to be the deciding vote in the event of a tie. She 
anticipated it being a busy legislative session that would require staff’s strict attention to 
ensure relevant issues would not be missed. 
 
 Addressing the Commissioner’s concerns regarding the NACO bill’s 
property tax cap issue, John Slaughter, County Manager, said there were two joint 
committee meetings scheduled which County staff would be attending. Mr. Rogers 
pointed out since the definition of the license referred to in AB32 was not yet quantified, 
they could only continue to monitor it. He added Lieutenant Eric Spratley was tracking 
the Sheriff’s Office legislation. Commissioner Berkbigler wondered how the bill would 
be enforced. Chair Lucey directed staff to track the bill regarding the county line 
adjustment between Washoe County and Carson City and Commissioner Berkbigler 
asked about the bill regarding the county line adjustment between Washoe and Storey 
Counties.  
   
17-0118 AGENDA ITEM 12  Public Comment.  
 
 Vicky Maltman, Sun Valley resident, stated decisions made by the Board 
regarding all districts affected her. She expressed concern about development in the 
North Valleys and Sun Valley and said because her Citizen’s Advisory Board (CAB) 
only met every three months, they had not had a chance to discuss topics that would 
affect them.  
 
 Katherine Snedigar referenced Nevada Supreme Court case No. 63581 
filed on January 26th wherein Judge James Hardesty wrote that the State Board of 
Equalization had no statutory authority to tell the County to reassess property taxes. She 
alleged the County also had no authority to hand out misdemeanors citations. She 
questioned how the County could afford four Sheriff Deputies to show up for one fire in 
Palomino Valley. 
 
 Elise Weatherly was concerned about the late charge she was given for not 
paying her animal licensing fee on time and requested discretion be used by certain 
Washoe County employees. She mentioned the teen ranch she was helping to build was 
not asking for government aid but the government was trying to stop the building. 
 
 Cathy Brandhorst spoke about matters of concern to herself. 
 
12:13 a.m. Commissioner Hartung left the meeting. 
 
 John Slaughter, County Manager, presented a letter from Jim Limbaugh 
from the Public Lands Access Network, High Desert Coalition which was placed on file 
with the Clerk. 
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 Commissioner Herman requested the installation of signs for the Peavine 
shooting area. She inquired about a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for the $1.6 
million that was put into Cooperative Extension every year. She distributed a brochure 
about the Lands Bill being presented to Congress which was placed on file with the 
Clerk. She indicated Congressman Mark Amodei supported it, the State had approved it, 
and it was now in federal hands. She opposed the Commission’s stance that they would 
adopt Mason’s Manual for Legislative Bodies as opposed to Robert’s Rules of Order. She 
stressed that complaints about neighbors should be in writing and notarized. She 
suggested a workaround of the Waste Management (WM) issue where rural residents 
would be charged the same price for the same trash services, but to allow them to 
negotiate with other companies to provide the rest of their services. She discussed a lady 
in Silver Knolls who had to pay $450 for a noise complaint due to a loud rooster and 
indicated the Board should revisit the fees. 
 
 Chair Lucey directed staff, on behalf of Commissioner Herman, to bring 
back the issue of surety bonds and how they related to issues such as signs and 
monopoles. 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * 

 
12:22 a.m. There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned 
without objection.    

 
 
 
_____________________________ 

      BOB LUCEY, Chair 
      Washoe County Commission 
ATTEST:  
 
 
 
 
_______________________________ 
NANCY PARENT, County Clerk and 
Clerk of the Board of County Commissioners 
 
Minutes Prepared by: 
Doni Gassaway and Derek Sonderfan, Deputy County Clerks  


























































